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Welcome to St. Peter the Apostle, a Catholic learning 
community dedicated to excellence!  

 
Our Board’s theme for the year is:  

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTS  
 

Oct. 1 ~ Alternate Bus Day Schedule(NearNorth PD Day 
) 
Oct. 1 ~ Orange Shirt Day Awareness assembly @ 9:00 
am 
Oct. 2 ~ Rosary @ 12:45 pm 
Oct. 3  ~ Swim to Survive for Grade 3s 
Oct. 4 ~ Ultimate Frisbee Tournament for Frisbee Team 
Oct. 5 ~ Spirit Day is Wear Plaid Day 
Oct. 5 ~ Thanksgiving Soup @ 11:30 in the gym for JK - 8 
Oct. 8 ~ Happy thanksgiving! 
Oct. 10 ~ Swim to Survive for Grade 3s 
Oct. 11 ~ Thanksgiving Mass @ school @ 9:00 am  
Oct. 12 ~ Spirit Day is Wear a Jersey Day 
Oct. 16 ~ CVA to celebrate Family @ 2:30 pm 
Oct. 17 ~ Swim to Survive for Grade 3s 
Oct. 19 ~ Spirit Day wear House colours 
Oct. 22 ~ Alternate Bus Day Schedule(NearNorth PD Day 
Oct. 25 ~ Bus Safety Presentation in gym for JK-8 @ 12:40 
Oct. 26 ~ PA Day ~ No School for students 
Oct. 31 ~ Halloween Parade in the gym @ 9:25 am Parents 
are welcome to join us on the stage! 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
October and the fall season have 
officially arrived! The weather 
continues to be beautiful and 

warm, and for some of us, the bicycles are still in the 
garage, the tennis racquets in the trunk of the car, and 
the ball mitts are still floating around the house. Let’s 
try to take advantage of these lovely days for as long 
as possible. September, as always, was an exciting 
and busy month for us, with our Welcome Back 
Barbecue with ‘Open Mic’, the annual 
Meet-the-Teacher, Terry Fox run, our Opening School 
Mass held at the school with Father Placid, and Father 
Collins and our first Catholic Values assembly to 
introduce the value of Family. We would like to thank 
all parents that joined us in prayer and song, and we 
would like to warmly welcome all parents to our 
Thanksgiving liturgy on October 9th. It takes a 
community to raise a child, as the adage goes, and we 
certainly have an amazing and supportive community!  
St. Peter the Apostle School would like to thank the 
Knights of Columbus members for volunteering their 
time at our Open House BBQ. Their generosity has 
always been greatly appreciated! 
Students are settling back into their routines of 
studying and learning new concepts and skills. Please 
check regularly with your child to see what he/she is 
learning at school. Please ensure you are checking 
your child’s agenda nightly and corresponding with 
his/her teacher through this useful tool. As always, if 
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to stop by the school or contact me through telephone 
or email. God Bless and have a great October, and a 
relaxing Thanksgiving with family and friends!  
 
Yours in Catholic Education, 
Mrs. J. Pender 
 
Message from our Trustee: 
 
“We must restore hope to young people, help the old, 
be open to the future, spread love. Be poor 
among the poor. We need to include the excluded 
and preach peace.” 
Pope Francis 

Live Christ Every Minute Every Day 
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Every year, trustees and the senior management 
team of Simcoe Muskoka Catholic gather at 
the home school of our new student trustee to 
celebrate their Commissioning during our 
opening mass and board meeting. For the second 
year in a row (and the third time during my 
tenure as trustee), I was thrilled to welcome everyone 
to St. Dominic Catholic Secondary 
School. It is a testament to the leadership 
opportunities offered at DOMS that, even though it 
is the smallest of our 9 high schools, over the past 6 
years, we have had 3 student trustees 
elected by the board’s student senate. Anna 
Szumska has taken over for her classmate 
McKenna McCoy as student trustee; she has big 
shoes to fill, but I am sure she will do a 
wonderful job of bringing the student voice to our 
board table. The government of Ontario is conducting 
an online consultation on education in our province, 
and I encourage each of you to participate. You can 
visit the website at: www.fortheparents.ca 
to provide your feedback. Right now, there is space 
to input an open submission but there will 
be an online survey and telephone town halls 
available soon. The website states that feedback 
from these consultations will help shape decisions in 
the following areas: 
Improving student performance in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
Preparing students with needed job skills, such as 
skilled trades and coding, 
 Improving provincial standardized testing 
Ensuring students graduate with important life skills, 
including financial literacy 
Managing the use of technology in classrooms, such 
as cell phones 
Building a new age-appropriate Health and Physical 
Education curriculum that includes 
subjects like mental health, sexual health education 
and the legalization of cannabis 
Developing the first-ever Parents’ Bill of Rights 
 
As the changing leaves light up the beautiful area 
where we are blessed to live, I hope that you 
have a wonderful Thanksgiving and some 
opportunities to enjoy the splendour around us. 
 
God Bless, 
Carol Corriveau-Truchon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thanksgiving Soup 
 
On Friday October 5, all Students from JK to Grade 8 
will gather as a school in the gym at 11:30 am and 
enjoy a bowl of Thanksgiving soup with a whole 
wheat bun. Students will be reminded of all things we 
are thankful for. Students are reminded to bring their 
regular lunch and snacks. This is possible, because 
the owners of Don Cherry Restaurant have 
generously donated the soup to our school. Thank 
you Don Cherry’s Restaurant! 
 

Our Daily Schedule: 
8:35 am Yard Supervision Begins 
8:50 am Entry Bell 
8:50 am - 10:10 am Classes 
10:10 am - 10:25 am Recess 
10:25 am - 11:45 am Classes 
11:45 am - 12:35 pm Lunch Break 
12:35 pm - 1:55 pm Classes 
1:55 pm  -  2:10 pm Recess 
2:10 pm  - 3:10 pm Classes 
3:10 pm Dismissal 
 
School begins at 8:50 am. Yard supervision is in 
place from 8:35 am to 8:50 am. For safety reasons, 
please do not drop off students prior to this time, as 
supervision is not in place until 8:35 am.  Students 
are reminded to enter the schoolyard at the beginning 
of the day at 8:35 am.  Students arriving after 8:50 
am will be required to have their parent/guardian sign 
them in at the office.  

 

 
New this year! Our Board has Elementary Guidance 
Teachers for students in Grade 7&8. 
Our Guidance Teacher,  is Mrs. Mask, and she will 
be working with our Grade 7 and 8 students this 
school year as they plan for their future and learn 
about various career paths.  She will be focusing on 
Career and Individual Pathway Planning, as well as 
supporting the important transition from elementary to 
our secondary High school, St. Dom’s.  Please 
contact your child’s classroom teacher or the school 
principal if you have any questions. 

Live Christ Every Minute Every Day 
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Catholic School Community Council (CSCC): 

The Catholic School Community Council  meets 
regularly to discuss school issues. Our objective is to 
provide a caring, nurturing, educational environment 
steeped in the Catholic tradition. Our next meeting 
will be October 9 @ 6:00 pm. All parents are 
welcome to attend. For more information, please call 
Mrs. Hill in the office. 

 
School Mass 

Our next school Mass will be held on Thursday 
October 9 th at 9:00 am at St. Peter the Apostle 
school in the gymnasium with Father Placid and 
Father Colin to celebrate Thanksgiving.  Everyone is 
always welcome to come and celebrate with us! 

 
Safe Arrival: 

In order to ensure the Safe Arrival of every child, we 
ask that you call the school between 8:00 a.m. and 
8:50 a.m. 705-746-7196 to notify us if your child is 
going to be absent or late from school. When your 
child returns to school following any absence, a 
written note of explanation, signed and dated by 
parents/guardians is requested. This note is to be 
given to the classroom teacher.  
 
Important Note: If your child regularly walks to school, 
it is assumed that he/she will attend class when 
busses are cancelled due to inclement weather.  If 
you decide to keep your child home during an 
inclement weather day, please call 
the school to report your child’s 
absence. 

 
Leaving During the Day: 

If your child must leave the school for any reason 
during the school day, please send us a note 
informing us of the reason for the absence and 
information regarding the person picking up your 

child. This note is to be given to the classroom 
teacher. The adult must pick up the child at the office 
and sign him/her out using the sign in/out book. 
 

 
Drop Off/Pick Up: 

We ask all parents to please be mindful of the drop 
off times in the morning. Teacher Supervision begins 
at 8:35 am, so please do not drop children off before 
this time.Parents are asked when dropping off and 
picking up your children at all times of the day to 
please use the parking lot and not the bus loading 
area/fire lane. We want everyone to be safe! 
 

Dismissal Routine: 
All bussed students, walkers and pick up students will 
be dismissed from the Primary, Junior and 
Intermediate exit doors of the school at 3:10 pm. Pick 
up students will use the crosswalk to meet their 
parents, who are asked to wait in the parking lot for 
their child. Parents are reminded to be prompt when 
picking up their child. If your child does not see you, 
or you are running late picking up your child, the pick 
up students will return into the school and wait at the 
office for their parent.  Your understanding and 
cooperation are greatly appreciated as we work 
together to ensure the safety of all. 

 
Crossing Guard: 

A crossing guard is located at William 
Street and Silver Birch Court.  Please be 
very cautious when driving in this area. 

We have a number of students who walk to and from 
school.  

                     Visitors: 
During the day, visitors to the school must sign 
in at the office and obtain a ‘visitor’s pass’.  
 

 
No Nuts at St. Peter the Apostle: 

We have students who have life-threatening nut and 
egg allergies. We are asking that students’ lunches 
and snacks be nut-free and egg free in the 
Kindergarten room.  
 
 

Live Christ Every Minute Every Day 
 



 
Allergies and Medication: 

If you did not alert us that your child has food, 
environmental or drug allergies, please notify the 
office immediately. Thank you. 

 
If your child requires any medication to 
be administered at school, a medication 
form must be completed and returned 
to the office. In addition, a new form 

must be completed each school year. Medication 
must be given to the school in its original container. 
All medication must be kept in the office and 
dispensed from the office. Likewise, life-threatening 
conditions and reactions must also be updated with 
the office and an Emergency Plan created 
and updated yearly.  

 
Eat Well To Excel Morning Snack: 

Volunteers are needed for this program to be 
successful! If you are able to give of your 
time, even for a couple of days a month, please 
contact the office. We will be continuing with our 
morning snack program to help ensure that every 
child attends school well nourished and prepared to 
learn. Food items such as fruits, vegetables, muffins, 
cheese, yogurt, granola bars, juice etc. will be 
provided to students.  This program will get underway 
the second week of September. Anyone who is 
interested in volunteering to assist with our morning 
snack program is asked to contact the office. This is 
a fun way to get  involved with your school 
community! 
 

 
 

Eco Friendly School 
 

New this year, we are going to be a more “eco 
friendly school”. What this means is that we are going 
with litterless lunches. All students will be 
encouraged to bring their lunch in reusable 
containers that can be washed out each night and 
reused for the next day. 
 

 
Parents are asked to please sign up for School Day 
.Our school is in the midst of switching over to an 
online payment program, where parents will be able 
to make electronic payments for pizza, milk, field trips 
and other special events or products. Once we are 
fully implemented parents will be notified as to how 
they can access the system. If you need help with 
this, please call the school and we will help you!  

 
Milk: 

Students will have the opportunity to purchase either 
white or chocolate milk for lunch. Orders will be 
placed each month. The order forms will be on 
School Day soon for you to purchase. 

 
 

Lunch Orders: 
Once again, students will have an opportunity to 
purchase pizza.  Our school is moving to a system 
called School day that allows parents to pay online. 
More information will be shared once we have the 
“School Day” system completely in place.  
 

Bringing Personal Property to School: 
We request students do not bring valued personal 
property to school.  This includes video games, MP3 
players, cell phones, trading cards, etc. These items 
can easily be lost or damaged. Please note that the 
school is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged 
items. These items are also often a distraction from 
the classroom learning environment.  Students 
should not bring money to school. If your child is 
required to bring money for school events or 
activities, i.e., pizza day or field trips, please ensure it 
remains in your child’s school bag until the teacher 
collects it first thing in the morning.  

Live Christ Every Minute Every Day 
 



 
 

Communication of School Events: 
We do our very best to keep you informed of school 
activities and events. Parents are encouraged to read 
our monthly newsletters so that they can be informed 
of upcoming events. The monthly newsletter,  is 
emailed out each month. Please remember to sign up 
for the newsletter by visiting the school website 
http://spe.schools.smcdsb.on.ca/. If you would like to 
receive a paper copy, please contact the office.  
 

Paperless Newsletters: 
In an effort to reduce paper consumption, 
we are encouraging  families to choose to 
receive the monthly school e-newsletter, instead of a 
paper version.  If you are interested in receiving the 
school newsletter via email, please go to our school 
website to sign up  http://spe.schools.smcdsb.on.ca/ 
You can also contact the office and Mrs. Hill will help 
you with this. Thank you for supporting our efforts to 
go green! 
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