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“Live	Christ	Every	Minute	Every	Day”  
 

April Newsletter 2017 
A Prayer for Lent 

 
God our Father, You formed 
us from the dust of the earth 
and brought us to new life in 

Christ Through the waters of Baptism. We ask 
you to change our hearts as we journey through 
these forty days of Lent. Help us to see Jesus in 
everyone we meet, And to serve him in all 
persons, especially the poor, the sick and the 
lonely. By your grace, may our prayers and 
sacrifices this Lent Help us grow closer to each 
another and to you, as one family in Jesus. We 
make this prayer to you in His name. Amen. 
 
Principal’s Message 
Though spring is slow in coming, I know all of us 
are eager to spend more time outside with 
family, and we look forward to warm evenings 
out on the deck. Regardless of the weather, our 
school year continues on, and we are now into 
the final term. 
 
Let’s work together to make your child’s learning 
exceptional! 

I believe in learning that is… 

·   Curiosity driven 
·   Challenging 
·   Collaborative 
·   Grounded in critical thinking 
·   Promoting kind, caring citizenship 
·   Engaging and Enjoyable 

I will do my best to keep your child safe. I will 
help them find opportunities to grow, learn and 
lead in our school community. Together we will 
provide your child with a rewarding educational 
experience that will support their future success. 

Yours in Catholic Education, 
Mrs. J. Pender 
 
Trustee’s Message 
"To change the world we must be good to those 
who cannot repay us.” 

Pope Francis 

Earlier this year the Board created an ad hoc 
committee to look at how Simcoe Muskoka 
Catholic can implement the findings of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee in our schools.  
As a first step, some Trustees and staff came 
together to listen to Sr. Priscilla Solomon speak 
about her journey as an Ojibway woman who 
joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Sault Ste. 
Marie.  She talked about the importance of 
acknowledging the Truth of what happened as a 
result of Canada’s colonial system of 
government, including Residential Schools, 
before we can move on to Reconciliation.  Hope 
was the underlying message; it will take time 
and hard work, but the journey will be 
worthwhile. 
 
In keeping with the goal of helping our students 
empathize with those around them, secondary 
school students from across Muskoka and Parry 
Sound will come together on April 5th for the 
second annual Muskoka-Parry Sound Poverty 
Challenge.  Students will have the opportunity to 
experience poverty by assuming the role of a 
local person, with challenges and responsibilities 
based on their actual experiences.  Volunteers 
will portray staff of local agencies as students 
navigate the system in a real-world simulation.  
The day will end with a discussion of how 
students can become agents of social change 
and act on what they have learned. 
 
Wishing you and your families a blessed Easter!  
 
God Bless! 
Carol Corriveau-Truchon 
 
Kindergarten open house  
On Thursday Apr. 27 from 
5:30 -7:30 our Kindergarten 
staff invites all new parents 
to come to the school to 
experience learning at St. Peter the Apostle. We 
will have booths set up by community agencies 
to provide information relating to child 
development, health and wellness.  Please invite 
your neighbors and friends to join us that  
 

 



It’s that time of year! 
2017-2018 Kindergarten Registration 

Starting Kindergarten is an exciting and special 
time for parents and children. Our entire Catholic 
school Community looks forward to welcoming 
our youngest students as they begin a lifelong 
journey of faith-filled learning. We believe there 
is something truly unique and special about 
learning that is rooted in faith and spiritual 
growth. By choosing a faith-filled education, we 
know you will share that belief with us. 
 

All the Information You Need 
To help parents and students get ready for this 
important milestone, our board has developed 
an award-winning package. We encourage 
parents who are looking to register their child for 
Kindergarten to drop by the office to pick up their 
copy of the package, which includes a parent 
booklet, child’s activity book. You can also find 
all of the information on our board’s website at 
www.smcdsb.on.ca/families/kindergarten 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
We have resources and information available for 
families whose first language is not English. 
Please inquire about the ESL version of our 
Kindergarten package. We are here to answer 
questions and help you prepare. Please contact 
the office for more information (705) 746-7196. 
 
School Mass 
Our school Mass will be held on Thursday April 
6th, at 1:00 pm at the church.  Come celebrate 
with us! 
 
Communication of School Events 
Keeping parents informed is of the utmost 
importance to us at St. Peter The Apostle. Our 
website has our calendar listed with all the 
activities that happen during the month and can 
be found at spe.schools.smcdsb.on.ca.   If you 
would like to follow us on Twitter, please follow 
us at  @SMCDSB_SPE 
 
Update on the Pews and Chapel 
We have embarked on a great challenge here at 
the school.  Our staff and school community 
council committed themselves to creating a 
designated permanent chapel in the room 
across from the front office.  This space allows 
classes to celebrate Mass together, share 
prayers and celebrations in a beautifully 

furnished room dedicated to our faith. This 
project is close to completion! St. Dominic 
Catholic Secondary School gratuitously built the 
pews for us. Tamarack stained the pews, and 
they were delivered to us by Mr. Green, just in 
time for Christmas 2016!   A plaque has been 
made by St. Dominic Shop students and it is 
close to being finished by Huronia Trophies. 
If you would like to donate a minimum of $50.00 
we would like to honour you with a plaque that 
will be mounted in our completed chapel.  
Suggestions include honouring former students, 
staff, supporters of Catholic education in this 
area, deceased loved ones, etc.  Please contact 
the office if you are able to support this initiative.  
Any and all donations are gratefully accepted. 
(705) 746-7196 
 
Catholic Education Week 
This year, Catholic Education week will be 
celebrated from April 30 – May 5 and the theme 
is Walking Forward Together.  As is our tradition, 
St. Peter the Apostle will have events planned 
each day in which you are welcome to 
participate.  Please watch for a schedule to be 
sent home and plan to come in to celebrate 
Catholic Education here in Parry Sound. 
 
Caverhill Training 
Later this month we will begin our annual track 
training for the Caverhill run to be held on 
Saturday May 6th.  All students will walk/run for 
40 minutes daily (as part of daily physical 
fitness) beginning on Apr. 18.  Grades 4-8 are 
able to compete on May 6 and will progress in 
their training over a greater distance.  Primary students 
will train on the school grounds. 
 

 
 
Catholic School Community Council 
(CSCC) 
Our next CSCC meeting will take place on Tuesday April 
18,th 2017 from 6:00 pm-7:00 pm in our staff room. We 
look forward to seeing you there! New members are 
always welcome to join!  

 
THANKS TO ALL WHO HELP 

MAKE OUR SCHOOL 
A SPECIAL PLACE TO BE. 


